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by Andreas Broeckmann
The social, political and infrastructural assemblages in which societal life and public agency are unfolding, can no longer be grasped by the notion of the 'city'. The permeation of the local by filiations of the electronic networks turns 'places' into nodes. The urban is a machine of
the translocal in which local and non-local lines of force cross and intersect. Potentiality, productivity and friction are the characteristics of the urban machine whose traditional functions of power administration, trade, production and excess are corroded by the telematic diffusion.

The project IO_dencies by Knowbotic Research designs, from an artistic perspective, electronic interfaces and models of agency for the translocal zones of networks and urban spaces. IO_dencies investigates the development of forms of agency and of intervention which employ the possibilities of networked digital technologies for confronting the current socio-political
transformation processes.

The two early project phases in Tokyo (1997) and Sao Paulo (1998) evolved electronic interfaces which enabled local participants to intervene into the urbanity of those mega-cities. In Tokyo, the field of action was based on the notations and the legibility of urban movements in a specific part
of the city. In Sao Paulo, on the other hand, a data pool of personal perceptions, experiences and urban knowledge were made publically available and modifiable via the internet. Both interfaces visualise the tendential (IO_dencies) forces and actions of the participants who actively collaborate in these experimental fields.

Agency and intervention were formulated on the level of a cartography of movements (Tokyo) and in the sense of a subjective psycho-geography (Sao Paulo). The current, radical economical transformation of the Ruhr Area suggests that this next phase of the IO_dencies project should deal with the relation between the economic order and specific forms of agency. In an economy that is characterised by work and industrial production, the latitude for social and political action, by individuals as well as by groups, are primarily determined by participation in these processes.
Structural unemployment, economic globalisation and the replacement of heavy industries by service, cultural and technological companies, change individual and collective potentials for acting.

The Ruhr Area combines important preconditions for the construction of new models for agency and economy, given that it is a distributed, decentralised urban zone with a strong technical infrastructure and a deep understanding of the cultural intertwinedness of individual, society,
technology and economy. The role of wage labour is in question, as are the value of production vs. service, the identificatory function of the profession, the local community at the workplace. The IO_dencies project moves away from the notion that social 'meaning' can only be derived from
work, material production and increasing productivity. It suggests hypothetical economies of communication and connection, of abstention, of interruption and reduction, which allow for manifold and heterogeneous forms of subjectifying, political, public agency.

The electronic interface is an in-between, an inter-machine between different machinic systems. It is, at the same time, a surface of friction, a line of breakage, and a space of latitude and 'play' for connective agency. The IO_dencies tools on the internet (database, displays for individual mental maps and visualisations of the collaborative fluxes of thought) enable a complex materialisation of discussions and of medialised forms of expression for a broad public. The individual constructions can continuously be modified and re-animated by the other participants. The validity of materials can be tested by the others and can be brought into collision in dynamic force fields. IO_dencies does not offer a unified whole, but a connective zone of fluctuating subectivities and electronically networked groups. Tendential intervention, transformation, disruption, weakening, etc., indicate the conditions of translocal connective agency and imply an alternative economy of the public.
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